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Abstract:

This research examines the American trade war and its impact on the
trade performance of African countries from the perspective of World
Trade Organization (WTO) rules. It demonstrates how unilateral American
policies, such as the imposition of tariffs and sanctions, conflict with the

principles of the multilateral trading system, leading to the erosion of gains
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African countries have made from international trade liberalization. The
study monitors the direct effects of these policies on vital sectors in Africa,
such as agriculture and textiles, in addition to their repercussions on

Page | 6 ] ] .
foreign investments and supply chains.

Furthermore, the research discusses the impact of this trade war on
African regional integration pathways, particularly the African Continental
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), highlighting the importance of African
countries adopting strategic visions that enhance their economic

independence and negotiating capacity within the international system.

By applying the analytical descriptive method through a case study and a
network survey of various research papers, studies, and reports prepared
by specialized international organizations, and also by using the SWOT
analysis tool to identify weaknesses, strengths, opportunities, and threats,
the report reached key findings. The most important of these is the
continued dependence of Sub-Saharan African exports on primary
commodities, which increases their vulnerability to American trade shocks.
The study also indicated that weak regional trade coordination has
exacerbated the negative impacts of the American trade war on the

region's economy.
Keywords:

American Trade War — World Trade Organization — African Countries —

Economic Sanctions — Tariff Restrictions.
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Organization.
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1 UNCTAD Economic Development in Africa Report 2022: Rethinking the
Foundations of Export Diversification in Africa ,(Geneva, Switzerland, United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 2022), P22 available at:
htttps://unctad.org/publication/economic-development-africa-report-2022 .

2 WTO, Trade Policy Review: (Geneva, Switzerland, World Trade
Organization)available2021)at:
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tpr_e/tp509_e.htm
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> UNCTAD Trade and Development Report: Power, Platforms and the Free Trade
Delusion, Available at: https://unctad.org/publication/trade-and-development-report-
2018

6 WTO Market Access for Products and Tariff Escalation in Africa 2019.
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" Trade and Development Report: Power, Platforms and the Free Trade Delusion,
Available at: https://unctad.org/publication/trade-and-development-report-2018
8 1dem.
% United Nations Economic Commission for Africa. (2024). Regional Integration
Report 2024. (Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, United Nations Economic Commission for
Africa, 2024) p13.

Y OYY 8D A ey 81 A ) 5 el b jlal) dikie AFCFT A s i 33 alasl

A 3 1) aall qigia L 8) Glaldl el e 1Y) e 4K e Ay jlaal) el i

duallal) 5 jladl) dalita a8 & gun 8 Aulidad


https://unctad.org/publication/trade-and-development-report-2018

Sl i g Aradadl & gmell i a0 S50 Al i)y S

Al Gileag g cuall alig allad) Joo o ASianll Liyail) 35l xdy caald Gasay
Al Aallall Bylacll dakiie g Al Lo sag Aolail) A wle ) gl (e 8085 % YV €0
age | 15 o i L0y bl ey Ly DU toaluall Tadg adgall 8)laill 4 jal i il
Sleall 8 8l ad cpenl Baniall YN adaaty cdalaiall cilejliall (a1 Cale )
lleli da e Baandy) Joall )8 Con i WTO  Luallall ylall dadaiey i Y|
) pmiall Algall w3 CDIA 3gng la s cdallell Lilaal) se Lo pe dalss ¢dylal)
Aol Clelya] delen sl lgmiaigat Lgd Gang cdyslall gl Jolal) Slatial aas (o<
il yailly o gnpl) (Aptopeill 25l 3gane aalis 2ngy of V) el 8 5yulall Asll 2a
s Jlas lh i 78V Yyamg 10V ) s 8 lly (ally 1Sl (e 2S00
GTie ddd Ghals o (glall g€l ¥ 8 sie () el e cdincall 50l Galadl)
DS Y dagial) LS 8y caalis G2 4l tsalell Jamally Lol (galaid¥) (sl

(lsall (Ao dSyand) datypanl) 20l) Galad e BUEY)y Y YO
L By by Ao gpdluall SEY : SEY ) saal)
1A aY) (lan) ) Aud BY) clalall aals -

YOVA Cm Y Ay o) aaniall LVl ) L jd) e G clilall o

o b CAShaall e clehaYls "ASiall as )l Lot yeill 2@l o (Y4 YY
Banaa ol ) e Basiall bl ) dae)y 31 Wghnlaa e 4T i€ cy vl JBal)

A @A) latiall 5y (et & clubud) ol Craalis 385 TASL daal) uless e
sa3lls (lally 35gallS Al cleUadll 8 dald ¢ pa¥) (gadl Jah dudlial e
S L cchpalal) (385 sl Speall 2 1Y) iy ax fall Gasidll Slelia) G LS
o Lasaan Talie lalanl (uSay il 130 Ll Jgo L dgehy 3 dadl) Jedls e Tl

Ikl Chaas Lo sa5 (Anidiie A8lcas dad 3 QA alas 8 i 8Y) bl S5

oﬁl&u\c.}ﬂ\"

£V o YT saaiall el - Aol 3l 5 43 W) Aadaie 313 e g de 50 e ) U 5

A j3 1ol aal) Gigia LAy B) olatd ol ;\J‘i\&&%ﬁ?!%‘)&! .l daal oA (pud Jada
Aallal) 5 jlasll daliia ao) 68 ¢ gua (B Aulidas



Ol Jadwdl s dealadl & gmdl] g ;00 S 50 Ao il a3

Cina (e 2y Lae cAallall oyl chlarall alf da @) sLaidV) dilia i Laylal)

Ay clabuall s Caoa 138y iy aY) alaiy|

Page | 16 ol el Jlad) 4939 Baaad) AuSpaal) ag—eally dakyaill 35080 AadB LY BL_EYL
LYl ‘_J\ A_a\J_)JJ\ ‘_A.c/\~ Mmu\ms_)uey)ua‘)ﬂtpc_m}éfﬁﬂ

QL_]Y)M s Lf,)lé:' UA:\LM A ‘;\M d}ﬂ\ ‘_A.C ‘_A.C\ Laj_u” 6d}ﬂ\ > %) saaiall

Jind 3 (3 Ao ag )l Tasg el 0 (B T) v Ay aga el S of e cBasiall
Yovo

(1) Js&

cshaiall Gigia Lid) ol Aol B Apant) dudyjaill 3gadl B BalN )aka

50% 47%
32%
21% 21% 18% =
‘ . . 14% 13% 13% 12% u

s a” P of SF \"’ = \'ff y Jo’f\“?
> '

Whycliffe Muia & Damian Zane, how jeans and diamonds pushed Lesotho to the top of Trump’s tariffs
list,.at; hitps://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8dgmyzqrédo

29 cz\:\si)-a{ﬁ\ &l GJL AR Lty A e P 33}4:\361: C'_ua‘); el J<al Géj
comal) aas Gdle Ausllly 3y 4 LY

A )3 1o aual) qugia Ll B ol g kel e)aY) o 4K ) A il el daaf 5yl Cua daaa
Asallad) 5 ol dakiia 2018 o guia (8 Aulilas



NHE A PEVNEY [JUPE RS PORSRT 3% A sl g LS

Tt g paead 18V :Ldlia) A asa lede g Al (A i Y) Joal) Jads
cbileg i€ cuil€y . Lyanal /) £ 9 b jdl giad 77+ 5 cllgaigad Z¥Y 5 ¢ pagednysal
LYl ) Whaba aadin Al Joall Gu (e psaly eJlially luiegly «Lilsig lugdly
Sae e oyl (a3 Wy Alga YY e /) 0 AL Al Al agansll saanal

Page | 17

.d}ﬂ\ a'ﬂb 6‘ L@BJ

Sl o Bl 3 gl sl a8y e Cepallaad) T ol o LE ) Cgia Gy

Yove paladl by 8 el sy Ay die LR Qg Baaiall

sasiall LYol e Banas S| & LAl dge (8 aely G sl dad 250 cainln a8
asell (M saaall o)) il Cun (ol 2m (lad clipd ST ) L) Gagias
Y B0 wall Gl ) jle adady CLSHall paes e diagseall Y0 AaIL) 4 50nl)
Lals 13 UK L sag ¢ bV 23] dbias Bhe Gaali pala a8y L sasiall il
mhleall Jhe adady LSl (e Ggin Y50 @lde e e Jieai Al L] gl
Sl el L8] Csiad (9AY) At cilslal) Ja g Basiall clsl)

clacaeally casniaglV) Cilatiag Vg calially aaally il Galaally

gl 8 Ayl Bae Lgaid a8 Lggalss Al /) + Ll el G LaS ciaag ety

Ol g L AD) jade e dalsis b Y s lgadlia e cilagaid)

Tl e celdal) 8 Loak (U8 A Csdan
tdgallal) a6l el cillaal— ¥

Lo caysill Jedles Ao sale) ) cpueally saaiall ¥l o dojlaall copall e aal
Glayill i sage Gall a8 ¢ YAYY Lle /0LY I Yave Ll Y0 e ddlal)

13 African Future & Innovation Program, Auda-Nepad African union Development
Agency available at: https://futures.issafrica.org/blog/2025/The-US-China-trade-war-
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RenCapAfrica, The African Continent is (relatively) immune to Trump’s tariffs,2 apr,
2025.at: https://www.cnbcafrica.com/2025/the-african-continent-is-relatively-
immune-to-trumps-tariffs/

i B ) Joll alaaal dpeasty oo Caned sastiall LYl G Galadl JSED (e cilila) gl
o oygiadt Lo Jolay Lo sag daid Y50 Jlle ¥4 5a3 VY€ Lle 5 e Lglyly cualy 3)
a3 () 8) Ly (Z7Y) Wl usia e IS (<05 Lanly sed 8 1S 5l el
Chala i 3 aall aseylls Bl Joall ST e 2e8 giged W cilalgll el Cauas
santiall LYl Lgalis) (e /Y ¢ 4iigig e Anall Lgatli (e ) ¢ e ST Galally s guiall
G5l Juads 5803 ) anail) delia o ¥es Ll VoY AL unall lasboatl adiey
Bheaall Joall hat Laiy (LS it ne Jia AT Jgo s LS . i) (asilly sl
ASanll il 5 asul gty dubpaill 25l (e Yoadly Lpsas Jie (palaally a8l

" saaall

.'luasé,\u\@ﬂ\”

A )3 1o aual) qugia Ll B ol g kel e)aY) o 4K ) A il el daa) g il Cpus dada
Aallal) 3 jlacl) daliia ac ) gb & gua B Alidas


https://www.cnbcafrica.com/2025/the-african-continent-is-relatively-immune-to-trumps-tariffs/
https://www.cnbcafrica.com/2025/the-african-continent-is-relatively-immune-to-trumps-tariffs/

ol Jadwdl g dealadl & gmld b guat 509l S p0 Ao il a3

(¥) oo ds&
Gl galal) Alaa) (e dpudS a¥ ¢ Y¥ ale Baaiall il gl ) Ly 8) olaly <) jila
3%
Page | 22 o
| ETT S Shple 8 LaE Gy Rand sl
1%, ALt Sl e %05 S BY JF 2l
10% o
™
6% g -
g, Y ﬁm
H I T F —
" T T
IS ERH %5'23?'25 fereisigsiingg
§Eaﬁz§§§igq§%ﬂ§‘=Eézé%ﬁééiggaeg£g§§5§%§@§%“§§§ e
38 4 At B B

RenCapAfrica, The African Continent is (relatively) immune to Trump’s tariffs,2 apr,
2025.at: https://www.cnbcafrica.com/2025/the-african-continent-is-relatively-
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RenCapAfrica, The African Continent is (relatively) immune to Trump’s
tariffs,2 apr, 2025.at: https://www.cnbcafrica.com/2025/the-african-continent-
is-relatively-immune-to-trumps-tariffs/
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Anne Soy, Trump's tariffs could be death knell for US-Africa trade pact.at:
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Country Reciprocal Tariff,
Adjusted
Algeria 30%
Angola 32%
Bangladesh 37%
Bosnia and Herzegovina 35%
Botswana 37%
Brunei 24%
Cambodia 49%%
Cameroon 11%a
Chad 13%
China 34%
Cote d’ Ivoire 21%
Democratic Republic of the Congo 11%
Equatorial Guinea 13%
European Union 20%4
Falkland Islands 41%
Fiji 32%
Guvana 38%
India 26%
Indonesia 32%

4 a) Sanial) clisll dagSa () i) @ jaaal)

https: //www.whitehouse.gov/wp—content/uploads/2025/04/Annex-I.pdf
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