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Abstract

The Red Sea and the Horn of Africa are undergoing rapid geostrategic transformations,
shifting from a vital maritime corridor for global trade and energy supplies into a theater of
military competition and strategic influence among global and regional powers. This study
examines the phenomenon of the "militarization of the Red Sea,” mapping the dense military
presence and bases of countries such as the United States, China, France, and Russia, in
addition to regional involvement and non-state actors (e.g., the Houthi group). The study aims
to analyze the strategic impacts of this presence on the national security of the littoral states
(Arab and African), focusing on political, security, and economic repercussions. The research
concludes that this militarization, while often justified by the protection of freedom of

navigation, creates a "security dilemma" that threatens the stability of littoral states and
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exposes the region to proxy wars. The study recommends activating unified institutional
mechanisms, such as the Council of Arab and African States Bordering the Red Sea and Gulf
of Aden, to formulate an indigenous security strategy that mitigates reliance on external

powers.

Keywords: Militarization of the Red Sea — National Security — Littoral States —
Geopolitical Transformations.
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